Concordia Seminary magazine | Summer/Spring 2010 by Devantier, Paul
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis
Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary Magazine Print Publications
6-1-2010
Concordia Seminary magazine | Summer/Spring
2010
Paul Devantier
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholar.csl.edu/csm
Part of the Practical Theology Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Concordia Seminary Magazine by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more
information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.
Recommended Citation
Devantier, Paul, "Concordia Seminary magazine | Summer/Spring 2010" (2010). Concordia Seminary Magazine. 2.
http://scholar.csl.edu/csm/2
concordia 
s e m i n a r y
SPRING/SUMMER  2010






























































s e m i n a r y
T h e  M a g a z i n e  o f  C o n C o r d i a  S e M i n a r y ,  S T .  L o u i S
3Concordia Seminary, St. Louis i  i , . i  
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Poison Ivy loves me! Every year it stalks me and this year is no different.  
I’m writing with my forearms and legs red with rashes. My yearly rendez-
vous with Poison Ivy occurs on the north boundary of the Seminary’s 
property. Part of that north border is called the “Alley” because of the 
concrete pavement leading to the remains of a garage, the place where 
professors like Walter A. Maier parked their Model A’s or whatever they 
drove back then. The Alley and the whole north border of the Seminary has 
been overgrown for decades, a jungle of noxious honeysuckle, out-of-control 
euonymus, and my stalker, Poison Ivy. Each summer Diane and I clear out 
more and more of the Alley, trying to follow God’s command: “Fill the 
earth and subdue it.” (Gen. 1:28) The bad stuff rooted out, we plant flowers, 
vegetables, and bushes. Oh, I love the asparagus and rhubarb we planted!
Our greatest gardening delight is when neighborhood people happen upon 
the Alley. “Can we walk here?” they ask. “By all means,” we answer. “We 
want you to feel welcome on the whole campus.” Concordia Seminary is 
the largest green space in the city of Clayton and we want our neighbors 
to come, enjoy it, and—here’s the point—get to know us and our mission. 
Diane and I have met scores of neighborhood people and each meeting gives 
us an opportunity to tell them about the Seminary and share our views. 
What does that have to do with the formation of pastors? A lot! Young 
people are skeptical about the institutional church. Surveys show they think 
we’re hypocritical, judgmental, and out of touch with reality, among other 
things. (Unchristian by David Kinnaman, p. 34) Dr. Charles Arand, our 
leading scholar on stewardship of God’s creation, says that ecology is the one 
place where we can connect credibly with young people. 
Poet Robert Creeley said: “I did however used to think, you know, in the 
woods walking, and as a kid playing in the woods, that there was a kind 
of immanence there—that woods, a place of order, had a sense, a kind of 
presence, that you could feel; that there was something peculiarly, physically 
present, a feeling of place almost conscious…like God.” (Robert Creeley and 
the Genius of the American Common Place by Tom Clark, p. 40) 
Mr. Creeley talked about God’s immanence in nature. Our students learn 
that God’s immanence, His presence with us, Immanuel, is especially in the 
Gospel and Sacraments of Sunday morning. In this anti-institutional era, 
a time when the church is not respected like it used to be, we have to show 
ourselves credible. Ringing the church bell isn’t enough. Meet the people 
where they are but don’t leave them there. Tell them the story of nature’s 
God and creation’s Redeemer. “Creation itself will be liberated from its 




way. In the Small Catechism we confess, “I be-
lieve that God has made me together with all 
creatures…” (italics added). Together we were 
made from the soil of the earth and together we 
were called “living creatures.” (Gen. 2) Birds, fish, 
mammals, reptiles are all our fellow creatures.
When human beings sinned, the earth and all of 
God’s creatures suffered together with us. The 
earth now became God’s agent of judgment 
as well as his agent of blessing. But when God 
promised to renew all things he made a cove-
nant that included the earth and all its creatures. 
(Gen. 9; Is. 11, 43; Hos. 2) God kept those prom-
ises in Jesus. By his death and resurrection he has 
reconciled all things to himself. (Col. 1:15)
The Holy Spirit made us new creatures by uniting 
us with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The entire creation now groans and sighs in long-
ing anticipation for the children of God to be 
revealed in glory. (Rom. 8) For then it will be set 
free from its bondage to corruption. In the  
In the past, people outside the church often 
thought that conservative Christians were not 
much concerned about taking care of the en-
vironment. After all, Christians are on their way 
to heaven. So why should they worry about the 
earth? In addition, many Christians believe that 
the earth is going to be destroyed anyway. So 
there is one more reason for them not to worry 
about it. 
Non-Christians are often genuinely surprised to 
hear that Christians do care about what they 
care about, namely, the well-being of creation. 
In addition, young people within the church 
long to know that their church acknowledges 
and affirms their values of frugality, recycling, 
and general concern for the well-being of cre-
ation. The church can show this by the way it 
tells the Gospel story.
Such an account begins by telling the Christian 
story in a way that speaks about God’s concern 
for his entire creation. Martin Luther points the 
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Caring for God’s 
groaning creation 
by Dr. Charles P. Arand, professor of systematic theology
Relations has provided a good foundation with 
its forthcoming document, “Together with All 
Creatures: Caring for God’s Living Earth.” An 
institute or center would continue that work 
by providing an opportunity to work with and 
draw upon the gifted faculties at our Concordia 
Universities in theology, science, literature, art, 
and ethics. It would work with congregations on 
how we can live out our creation theology within 
our communities.
 
Together as seminaries, universities, and con-
gregations we could bring a vibrant theology of 
creation to expression in the life of the church as 
it touches on issues in our society related to the 
environment, ethics, politics, and economics. As 
one Lutheran pastor has put it, “Our faith should 
be at home with this earth, which after all is the 
realm of the new creation through Christ’s work 
of redemption.” 1
1 Joel Kurz, The Cresset Easter I (2007): 59
meantime, we have been set free to embrace 
our original commission (Gen. 1:28; 2:15) to care 
for God’s creation even as we carry out the 
second great commission to proclaim a Gos-
pel that brings the new creation into the world. 
(Matt. 28)
And so we care for a groaning creation. We 
care for this groaning creation as “insiders” rath-
er than “outsiders.” God did not give this task to 
angels. He gave it to creatures who themselves 
share a connection with all other creatures of 
the earth. In caring for the earth we enter into 
God’s own creative work. As Christians, we un-
dertake this task knowing that this creation will 
be made new even as our bodies will be made 
new in the resurrection. 
In order to articulate and promote a deep 
Christian appreciation of life within creation, we 
are exploring the possibility of establishing an 
Institute for the Care and Renewal of Creation. 
The Commission on Theology and Church 
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Concordia Seminary does its part to care for the 
campus environment, both in preventing unneces-
sary waste (recycling, using energy-efficient machin-
ery and lightbulbs, and reducing water usage) and in 
planting new growth of greenery and produce. 
Beginning in 2008, Sweet Potato vines were planted 
in various flower beds around the Concordia Semi-
nary campus. That fall, when the time came to pull 
up the withered, brown vines, we uncovered hun-
dreds of pounds of potatoes. After offering the pota-
toes to students and staff, Director of Grounds Gayle 
Zollmann asked, “Next year, why can’t we do more?”
Last year every planting bed and pot on campus 
held a mixture of flowers and vegetables. During the 
cool weeks in the spring and fall, lettuce, cabbage, 
and radishes grew abundantly. In the warm months 
tomatoes were planted along the entire soccer field 
fence; pole beans grew up sections of bamboo 
that one of the students turned into a tripod; herbs 
mingled with flowers in giant pots; and every variety 
of pepper was placed in beds next to the chapel. 
We also created a pumpkin patch to be harvested in 
time for the children to carve pumpkins.
Everyone on campus was invited to pick anything 
they desired and the plants produced so abundantly 
we were able to make this same offer to local resi-
dents who use the Seminary as a place to walk. 
We have begun the creation of a community garden 
on a vacant lot the Seminary owns near the field 
house on San Bonita Avenue. Each 4’x 8’ plot will be 
offered to students first, with nearby neighbors of-
fered any not taken. 
To our Heavenly Father, the creator of all things, we 
gave, and continue to give, thanks.






































It has been said that the Seminary is a seedbed, a place 
to plant the Word and see it grow. Key to the process, 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, Concordia Seminary 
faculty plant the Word and nurture its growth for future 
pastors to serve in Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) congregations and institutions. Less known 
are their activities that nurture branches of the Church 
throughout the world. And, in the process, they also 
grow in their understanding of theology and service.
“Concordia Seminary has more opportunities than 
we can meet to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the insights of the Lutheran confessions around the 
world today,” remarked Dr. Robert Kolb, emeritus 
mission professor of systematic theology. “Our special 
combination of biblical scholarship, confessional 
commitment, and an openness to working in the 21st 
century world, which the Holy Spirit is setting before us, 
presents challenges we dare not pass by.”
Since 1994, Concordia Seminary has sent Kolb annually 
to teach overseas, working in conjunction with the 
area or regional directors of LCMS World Mission. 
In 2009, Kolb taught for six weeks at Kobe Lutheran 
Seminary, Kobe, Japan. He also conducted seminars on 
the Lutheran framework for theological thinking and 
Martin Luther, as well as lecturing and preaching in 
25 congregations, pastors’ conferences, and missionary 
conferences. He spent 
a week in Estonia, 
conducting a seminar 
for pastors and laity 
with the Estonian 
Lutheran Center for 
Missions.
Another example of the 
Seminary’s influence is 
that Dr. Makito Masaki, 
president of Kobe 
Lutheran Seminary, is 
a 2008 graduate of the 
Concordia Seminary 
doctoral program.
Theological education has an international 
connection as Seminary faculty travel abroad
“Among partner churches and others, we are always 
welcome because we bring the message of new life in 
Christ with clarity and scholarly backing into dialog 
with local people and their needs,” Kolb commented. 
This year, he will teach in India in July, Estonia in 
August, and Sweden in November. 
Between February and March, Dr. Robert Rosin, 
professor of historical theology, was in Saldus, Latvia 
and Bratislava, Slovakia. The travel was what he calls 
“the other half of my job,” an arrangement between the 
Seminary and LCMS World Mission. He teaches in fall 
and spring at the Seminary and serves as Coordinator 
for Theological Education in Eurasia for LCMS World 
Mission during winter and summer.
Whether in St. Louis or in Eurasia, he is teaching. He 
taught at St. Gregory’s School in Latvia, and attended 
a team planning meeting in Slovakia. (Due to effects of 
the Icelandic volcanic eruption on air travel, he had to 
cancel an April trip to Oberusel, Germany, where he was 
to participate in a Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialog on 
behalf of the International Lutheran Conference.) 
“One sees a different side of church in very different 
circumstances with different challenges and 
opportunities,” Rosin said. “And one hopes those there 




This year, he will 








nearly four weeks 
in late February 
and early March 
Dr. Robert Rosin (third from the left) at a retreat/planning meeting for career 
and volunteer missionaries from Central Europe in Bratislava. 
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in Hong Kong, where he facilitated progress on a project 
to translate some works of Luther into Chinese. A 
former missionary to Hong Kong and Taiwan, Rowold 
also used that time to nurture long-time relationships. 
“Luther is a figure who transcends cultures and still 
proclaims the Gospel with clarity, even in what some 
might consider as unlikely a place as the People’s 
Republic of China,” he added.
For the past 10 years, Dr. William Schumacher, mission 
associate professor of historical theology, has conducted 
ongoing study and consulting in African Lutheran 
seminary education. He spent a 2006-2007 sabbatical 
in Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, 
and South Africa, visiting Lutheran theological 
education programs to gather information about their 
staff, students, curriculum, needs, and future goals. 
“My ongoing connection with the worldwide church, 
especially churches in Africa, shapes my whole approach 
to my teaching here in St. Louis,” Schumacher said. 
“Our American students need to realize they are 
connected to Lutheran Christians around the world.” 
As dean of theological research and publication, he also 
keeps an eye on African partners as he works with the 
faculty’s publications. The Seminary has entered into 
an agreement with LCMS World Mission to divide 
Schumacher’s time between St. Louis and seminaries in 
Africa. With that arrangement he will travel to South 
Africa, and possibility Ethiopia, this August.
In March 2009, Schumacher took a small group of 
CSL students to Togo as part of their cross-cultural 
requirements. During their visit to the Lutheran 
Theological Studies Center in Dapaong, the group 
catalogued the entire seminary library. “CSL students 
who visit Africa for the first time have their worlds 
opened up in significant ways and they grow in 
appreciation of being part of a global church,” 
Schumacher observed. “Our partners in Togo received 
us graciously and appreciated the encouragement of the 
fraternal connection.”
During a March trip to Panama, Dr. Leopoldo Sánchez 
brought greetings from the Seminary to the president 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Panama and 
exchanged thoughts on the challenges and promises 
of becoming a strong national church. Sánchez, who 
was born in Panama, is assistant professor of systematic 
theology and director of the Center for Hispanic 
Studies. He observes that the national churches 
appreciate the contributions of U. S. missionaries, but 
are also conscious that their future requires approaches 
to mission and ministry that apply to a culture only 
their national pastors and leaders know deeply. “More 
and more original Lutheran theology is coming out of 
Spanish-speaking lands and this is really good news for 
the Lutheran Church in the global South and even the 
very existence of Lutheranism into the future,” he said.
Sánchez believes exchanges among Lutherans around 
the world create conditions for the global Lutheranism 
of the future. It is a future, he adds, where leadership, 
scholarship, and missions in the Lutheran Church will 
come not only from the North, but mostly from the 
global South. “Concordia Seminary has an important 
role in fostering these exchanges,” he said.
Last year, the Center for Hispanic Studies partnered 
with LCMS World Mission and LCMS World Relief 
and Human Care to send instructors to Panama. Besides 
its focus on forming U. S. Hispanics for ministry, 
the Center has supported theological educational 
initiatives in countries such as Argentina, Chile, Cuba, 
and Venezuela. “The people of Panama and other 
places have come to know, appreciate, and celebrate 
the contributions of Concordia Seminary through the 
Center,” Sánchez added. 
i  i , . i  
FACULTY AND STAFF NOTES
While visiting the Centre Luthérienne d’Études Théologiques 
(Lutheran Center for Theological Studies) in Dapaong, Togo, 
West Africa, Dr. William Schumacher (right) presents re-




































































How Will They Hear?	Campaign	will	
end	on	June	30,	2010.	If	you	would	
like	 to	 support	 this	 effort,	 please	
send	 your	 donations	 by	 the	 end	























Pastor Kevin Koenig, left, and Jim McNaughton (chair-
man of Marco Lutheran Foundation) accept a Pils print 
of the Seminary from Dr. Dale Meyer.
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Their Adopt-A-Student is now their pastor
At his installation at Zion in Tacoma,  
Pastor Jeff Ries is congratulated by  














Adopt-A-Student blesses seven future pastors
Front row, from left: Liz Schroeder, David Vanderhyde, Micah Miller, Rev. David 
Rawlings, Rev. Wally Becker; back row, Robert Nahmensen, Eric Ekong, Chad Starfeldt, 































Loum wins “Cutting Edge” award


































Joel Oesch, a graduate 
student at Concordia 
Seminary, lines up his putt.
Rev. John Loum poses with 
his “Cutting Edge” award 
given by the Lutheran 
Society for Missiology in 
May 2010.
Second-year seminarian, Benjamin 
Johnson, talks with Coach Voelz at a 
spring invitational meet.
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NEWS WORTH NOTING
“An important and valuable mission 
text for our time…a serious attempt to 
bridge the gap between the church and 
the postmodern age. I did not agree 
with everything, but I did pay attention 



































The American Mind Meets the Mind of Christ 
features 10 faculty authors

































































































































































































































Michael Nielsen shares his call information 
to Saint James and Saint Paul’s Lutheran 
Churches in Necedah and New Miner, 
Wisconsin, with Dr. Meyer.
Seminarians (from left) Stephen Carretto, Aaron Gehrke, Dwain Thomsen, and Matthew 





















































































Nathan Hausch, left, and Mark Chase were both called to the Pacific Southwest 
District. 
Called to Fairbanks, Alaska, Jonathan and 
Nicci Walla pose for a photo with their 
family.
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Ryan Tinetti, originally from the Michigan 
District, will move to California for his first 
















































































































































































































































Second-year seminarians anxiously await the announcement of their vicarage 
assignments. 
















































































































John Rasmussen received a vicarage 
assignment to Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
in Jacksonville Beach, Fla.
Christopher Spelbring, with daughter, Anna, 
celebrates his assignment to Venice, Calif.
20 www.csl.edu
NEWS WORTH NOTING






































Richard Alms (left), José Pfaffenzeller, Alan Harre, James Ralls, Jr., and John 
Wittenmyer (with Dr. Meyer, third from left) were celebrated with awards and  
honorary degrees during Commencement.
Members of the master of divinity class of 2010, after receiving their hoods, prepare to walk across the stage for their diplomas.
2010 Summer 
 Workshops
June 21-23  Isaiah, The Fifth Gospel – 
Dr. Reed Lessing, Dearborn, MI
July 12-14  Pastoral and Professional 
Decision Making: “Can We Think 
Gracefully?” – Dr. David Wollenburg, 
Cedar Crest, NM
July 26-28  Two Kinds of Righteousness: 
A Better Paradigm than Law and Gospel – 
Dr. Joel Biermann, Phoenix, AZ
August 2-4  Practicing Ambidexterity – 
Dr. Joel Biermann, Cary, NC
August 2-4  Exploring Exodus: The 
Origins of Biblical Israel – 
Dr. Reed Lessing, Cleveland, OH
August 2-4  The Practice of Preaching – 
Dr. David Schmitt, Austin, MN
August 2-4  The Johannine Epistles and 
the Apostle of Love – Dr. Louis Brighton, 
St. Louis, MO
August 9-11  Faith and Creative Writing – Rev. Travis Scholl and Peter Mead, St. Louis, MO
August 9-11  Exploring Exodus: The Origins of Biblical Israel – Dr. Reed Lessing, West Fargo, ND 
August 9-11  Help for the Mid-Size Congregations – Dr. David Peter, West Des Moines, IA
August 9-11  The Church in the New Testament – Dr. Jeffrey Kloha, Seymour, IN
August 9-11  Together with All Creatures: Caring for God’s Living Earth – Dr. Charles Arand, Atwood, KS
August 16-18  In the Shadow of the Cross: Jesus and the Disciples in Matthew 16-20 – Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs, Alexandria, MN
June 10-12  Cristo, redentor de la familia: Ministrando a la familia 
hispana/latina en el contexto norteamericano (Christ, Redeemer of 
the Family: Ministering to the Hispanic/Latino in a North American 
Context) – Mark Kempff, San Jose, CA (Spanish only)
June 21-23  Christ, Redeemer of the Family: Ministering to the 
Hispanic/Latino in a North American Context – Mark Kempff, 
St. Louis, MO (English only) 
June 25-26  Cristo, redentor del matrimonio: Herramientas para 
la consejería pre-matrimonial y matrimonial (Christ, Redeemer of 
Marriage: Tools for Premarital and Marital Counseling) – Benito 
Pérez López, Tampa, FL (Spanish only)
The cost for each summer workshop is $125 (the Hispanic workshops cost $75 each), which includes 1.5 CEU credits. 
Payment is due 21 days prior to the beginning of each workshop, and workshops have a minimum required enrollment. 
Housing and meal information may be obtained from the host pastor. For more information or to register for workshops, 




























































































































LutherHostel 2010, October 2-5
Prospective student visitation opportunities
Walter and Leota Schoedel, hosts of 
LutherHostel
Paul Maier, featured 
speaker at LutherHostel
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JUNE	2010
June	8-10	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alumni	Reunion
June	8		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carillon	Concert
June	15		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carillon	Concert
June	19-24	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vocatio
June	21-23	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christ,	Redeemer	of	the	Family:	
Ministering	to	the	Hispanic/Latino	in	a	North	American	Context	–	
Mark	Kempff,	St.	Louis,	MO	(English	only)
June	22		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carillon	Concert
June	29		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carillon	Concert
AUGUST	2010
August	2-4	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The	Johannine	Epistles	and	the	Apostle	of	Love	–	
Dr.	Louis	Brighton,	St.	Louis,	MO
August	7.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	Lay	Bible	Institute	“Muslim	Outreach”
August	9-11	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Faith	and	Creative	Writing	–	
Rev.	Travis	Scholl	and	Peter	Mead,	St.	Louis,	MO
SEPTEMBER	2010
September	1-4	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New	Student	Orientation
September	4		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Field	Day	for	Students
September	5		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Opening	Worship/How Will They Hear? 
Campaign	Wrap-Up	Reception
September	7		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First	Day	of	Classes
September	17		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seminary	Guild	Meeting
September	20		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Day	of	Exegetical	Reflection
September	21-22	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21st	Annual	Theological	Symposium:	
“Scripture	in	the	Church:	Formative	or	Formality?”	
September	23		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Witness	Workshop
OCTOBER	2010
October	2-6	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LutherHostel
October	7-9	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Contemplate…
October	10		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bach at the Sem	concert
October	15		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Green	and	Gold	Day
October	22		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seminary	Guild	Meeting
Upcoming on-campus events
24 www.csl.edu
Jeffrey Morey entered the Specific Ministry Pastor pro-
gram (SMP) at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in spring 
2010. While the same could be said for a number of 
men in the program—most are second-career students, 
Morey has a claim most do not: he is a “second-faith” 
student, too. “The uniqueness of my background is 
that I was raised in the Jewish tradition,” Morey said, 
“but as we know, our Lord doesn’t call the qualified, 
he qualifies the called.” Morey and his wife, Mary (who 
was raised in the Roman Catholic Church), enrolled 
their child at Grace Lutheran School in Modesto, Ca-
lif., in the mid-1990s. Morey started going to the Sun-
day services more out of curiosity than anything else. “I 
had always known about Jesus Christ, but really didn’t 
think much about Christianity.” Mary started taking 
new member classes at Grace and he soon followed after 
the pastor of the church told her that her husband “just 
has to believe!” in order to be in Heaven with her some-
day. “I started the new member classes, and during the 
process, which was during the Lenten season that year, I 
was sitting in church one Wednesday night listening to 
the pastor preaching,” Morey said. “I looked over, and 
to my dying day I will swear 
to you I saw Jesus hanging 
on that cross (the type that 
many churches put up dur-
ing Lent). A short time later, 
I was baptized, confirmed, 
and became a new member.”
In Morey’s previous career, 
he served people in another way—in the restaurant 
management industry. After graduating from a culinary 
academy in 1974 as a certified chef, he diversified his 
skills. “I have been an executive chef for a number of 
dinner houses, a supervisor for both the Marriott Cor-
poration and American Airlines in their flight kitchens, 
a manager for General Mills in their Red Lobster opera-
tions, a manager and chef for the C&C organization 
in their steakhouse operations in California, and then 
in 1991 we bought our own dinner house.” Still, as 
time went on, he felt more and more drawn to church 
work. He became more 
active in his congrega-
tion. He was helping as 
a Bible class leader and 
serving in other ways, as 
well. He enrolled in the 
Leadership Advancement 
Process (LAP), a training 
program offered through 
the Northwest District of 
The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and in 
2008 was commissioned 
and certified as a deacon. 
He began serving Trinity Lutheran Church in Stock-
ton, Calif., that year, and has been serving the congre-
gation since. 
The new SMP program made further study for the 
ministry a viable option for Morey. The SMP program 
allows church workers (teachers, directors of Christian 
education, directors of Christian outreach, deacons, 
and others) to continue their service 
in a specific ministry while studying to 
become ordained pastors. While Morey 
is not a traditional master of divinity 
student, he still spends a great deal of 
time studying and honing his skills. 
He studies around 30 hours per week 
in addition to his work at Trinity. His 
homework load sometimes includes as 
many as 300-400 pages of reading a week, in addition 
to journaling and spending time working with, and 
learning from, his mentor, Rev. Timothy L. Huber, 
pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Modesto, Calif.
Under the supervision of his mentor, Morey, who is 
now known as a “vicar,” serves the people of Trin-
ity, Stockton, in many ways. He fills the pulpit, plans 
church activities, teaches Bible and confirmation 
classes, and cares for congregational members in a 
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The SMP program gives him the opportunity to become 
an ordained pastor without leaving the congregation he 
is serving as a vicar. Occasionally, he meets with other 
SMP students and professors for week-long sessions at 
the Seminary in St. Louis, but most of his time is spent 
in his congregation. 
It may have taken him awhile to answer the Call, but 
the SMP program made it possible for Morey to live out 
God’s plan. “For someone who feels God calling them 
to the Office of the Holy Ministry, this is a program that 
I feel has the blessings and the power of the Holy Spirit 
behind it and with it at all times.” And Vicar Morey’s 
advice to others who may be drawn to the ministry? “Do 
not hesitate to ‘step outside the box,’ and respond to 
what God is calling you to do with your life.”
Kory & Heidi Janneke (and 
baby Kiernan Christine)
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Specific Ministry Pastor program
The Specific Ministry Pastor program (SMP) pro-
vides an opportunity for men already involved in 
some form of church work to study for the pastoral 
ministry. With the support of the ministries in 
which they are involved and under the supervision 
of an ordained pastor in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, they take classes online from 
Seminary professors. Eventually, their studies lead 
to certification for ministry as ordained pastors in a 
specific minintry. 
The specific ministries may include mission starts, 
working in human care organizations, serving in 
specialized urban or rural settings, or in other min-
istry situations. 
 “We are pleased that the Specific Ministry Pastor 
program is able to provide men for the pastoral 
ministry in response to local needs,” commented 
Dr. David Wollenburg, director of SMP. “Many 
of these men would not be preparing for pastoral 
ministry if they were required to leave their cur-
rent ministry to study at the Seminary in St. Louis. 
Now they can continue the ministry in which they 
are involved and study for the pastoral ministry at 
the same time.” 
The courses of the SMP program of Concordia 
Seminary are supported by state-of-the-art technol-
ogy designed to engage the student while building 
an interactive learning community.
Each course is designed to include a blend of 
Internet-based instruction, mentor interaction, 
practical ministry application, and two hours of 
live weekly instruction provided by one of Concor-
dia Seminary’s faculty members.
The combination of interactive technology with 
live Seminary instruction provides a learning expe-
rience that maximizes the unique characteristics of 
each student’s specific ministry situation.
For more information on SMP, please contact dis-
tance education at 314-505-7764 or smp@csl.edu.The SMP program engages students with state-of-the-art technology through an interactive online community of 




Pieper’s	Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 1 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,904.00
Clergy	Shirts	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,236.80
The Minister’s Prayer Book	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,568.00
Seminary	Chorus 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00
Food	Bank 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800.00
Library 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00
Student	Emergency	Fund 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00
Family	Nights 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $600.00	
Sustainable	Gardening	on	Campus	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400.00
Deaconess	Studies 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $600.00
Pedersen	Fieldhouse	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00
EIIT		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00
Coffee	after	Chapel	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00
Direct-to-Student	Aid	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000.00
Seminary	Women’s	Association	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00
Campus	“Greening”	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400.00
SMP			. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $600.00
Student	Etiquette	Dinner 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00
Dorm	Counselor	Fund 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00
Student	Services	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00


























When I was notified that I was going to receive 
Direct-to-Student Aid through the Concordia 
Seminary Guild, I was not sure what exactly 
the Guild did for the Seminary. I remembered 
receiving Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 1 
and a clergy shirt my first year at the Seminary; 
beyond that, I was unaware of the scope of their 
work until I arrived at their luncheon in Febru-
ary to say “thank you.”
Upon arriving at the luncheon I was handed a 
program with a list of all of their projects for 
the coming year. I realized that the Seminary 
Guild was benefiting my time at the Seminary 
more than I knew. 
The Guild’s financial support for the Seminary 
Chorus has impacted my worship life at the 
Seminary; their donations to the Food Bank, 
Seminary Women’s Association, and Family 
Nights have directly affected the lives of my 
wife and daughter. They provide for the in-
tramural, club, and intercollegiate sports that 
contribute to my family’s fitness. The support 
of Coffee after Chapel and the Student Eti-
quette Dinner provides means for fellowship 
and guidance.
Finally, their provision of The Minister’s Prayer 
Book for each graduating student is a lasting 
way that they bless the life of each person who 
graduates from our Seminary. It would be stun-
ning to see how many of these books adorn the 
desks of pastors around the world.        
The Seminary Guild has a far reaching and deep 
significance for our Church. The support they 
provide allows those of us at the Seminary to do 
many activities that would otherwise fall by the 
wayside. Their quiet humble service in God’s 
kingdom has a powerful impact.
 
Ryan Kleimola, 2010 graduate, was called to serve 









































































































David Ficken, 2007 Concordia Seminary 
graduate
i  i , . i  
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS
A blessing times three
Kris and David Ficken are pictured in Ethiopia, shortly after meeting their newly  
adopted children Tigist (left), Abush, and Rebeka.
We thank God every day 
for His wisdom and timing 
in our adoption journey.
concordia 
s e m i n a r y
801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105
PLENARY PRESENTERS
Stephen Fowl, professor of theology, 
Loyola University Maryland
Timothy Saleska, associate professor 
of exegetical theology, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis
Joel Okamato, associate professor 












Registration deadline is September 10, 2010
 
To register or for more information about fees, 
contact continuing education and parish services at 
314-505-7486 or e-mail ce@csl.edu.
Joel Lehenbauer
Charles Arand
Paul Raabe
David Schmitt
Robert Sundquist
Jeffrey Kloha
Peter Nafzger
Gerhard Bode 
